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COs Work For Science And Humanity 


Editor’s Note: This is the second in a series of articles dealing 
with the various positions of conscientious objectors. 

A sealed chamber in which human test subjects— 
dressed something like spacemen—will live for days 
at a time was unveiled today by government scientists. 

The first round-the-clock volunteer for the special 
chamber at the National Institutes of Health at 
Bethesda, Maryland, was Jerry Duerksen, a stocky, 
young (20) Mennonite and conscientious objector 
from Mountain Lake, Minnesota. Volunteering for 
two years of civilian work of national importance 
in lieu of military service, Duerksen donned the 
plastic helmet with aluminum frame and lived for 

(Continued on page 2) 


JUDGE RULES AGAINST UNIV. 
OF MD. ROTC OBJECTOR 


University of Maryland student Kenneth G. Han- 
auer must enroll in the school’s military training 
classes or withdraw as a student, even though he 
fulfilled his draftee obligation as a conscientious ob- 
jector in civilian work. This was the ruling handed 
down in an ll-page opinion recently by County 
Circuit Court Judge John R. Fletcher. 


Hanauer, 24, filed court action against university 
officials demanding that he be exempted from attend- 
ing Air Force ROTC classes because of his religious 
beliefs and because, when he was drafted, he served 
two years as a worker in a St. Louis settlement 
house in lieu of military service. 


University regulations stipulate that all nonveteran 
physically fit students must take ROTC training. 
Hanauer, in a writ of mandamus against the univer- 
sity, claimed the ROTC requirement deprived him 
of his rights to an education as a citizen of Maryland, 
besides abridging a privilege of a conscientious ob- 
jector provided in the Selective Service Act. 

However, Judge Fletcher ruled that the ROTC 
program’s exemptions for previous military duty do 
not cover such substituted civilian service. “There- 
fore, there is no basis for exception under the theory 
that he had satisfied the requirements of the Selective 
Service Act,” the judge declared. For directing the 
university to exempt Hanauer, Judge Fletcher said, 
would put the student in a category by himself and 
“be discriminatory, unfair and unjust so far as other 
students” are concerned. 


The jurist referred to the Air Corps’ training as 
not having the avowed purpose of creating a military 
organization but for “training a man to better per- 
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form his duties as a citizen of the United States and 
of his community.” 

Judge Fletcher lumped the ROTC requirements 
with other university requirements such as English 
and physical education courses and said they “do 
not appear to be arbitrary, unreasonable or discrimi- 
natory in any sense of the word.” 

Jack Crabill, another University of Maryland CO, 
has filed a suit similar to Hanauer’s. It is hoped 
that the court will soon consider action on Crabill’s 
suit so that appeals can be taken for both cases to 
a higher court by Hanauer’s attorneys, Robert B. 
Myers and Oliver Stone. 


COs Work For Science (Cont.) 


24 hours in the chamber. Air, all its component 
gases carefully measured in advance, flowed under 
an apron at the bottom of the helmet. When Duerksen 
exhaled, his spent breath passed through a tube set 
in the top of the helmet to continuous gas analyzers 
outside. Recording pins showed how much oxygen 
he burned, and how much carbon dioxide he pro- 
duced with each change of activity. 

Out of studies in this ingenious “metabolic cham- 
ber”, said researchers of the National Institute of 
Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases, may come such 
things as new clues to the cause and control of 
obesity, and possibly a better understanding of the 
mechanisms involved in heart disease and cancer. 

Conscientious objectors choosing alternative service 
under civilian and church direction are serving on 
projects in every state and territory of the United 
States and in over 40 foreign countries. These proj- 
ects vary in nature from “control patients” at the 
National Institutes of Health to agricultural advisers 
and social workers in the Near East. Under Section 
6 (j) of the Universal Military Training and Service 
Act of 1951 conscientious objectors are allowed to 
perform 24 consecutive months of civilian work con- 
tributing to the maintenance of the national health, 
safety, or interest, in lieu of military service. 

12,574 COs Since 1951 

Since 1951 when the alternative service program 
was first begun over 12,574 registrants have been 
classified I-O (COs available for civilian work). 
2,294 are currently at work, 4,335 have completed 





DON’T READ THIS... 


unless you are concerned about the needs of 
conscientious objectors. NSBRO continues its 
function as a service agency for COs and we 
need your help in meeting our current budget. 
If you have not already done so, please mail 
your contribution directly to the National Serv- 
ice Board, 401 Third Street, N. W., Room 403, 
Washington 1, D. C. 











their two years of alternate service, 3,968 COs have 
not been examined, 965 have been examined and 
found acceptable, and 1,012 are not being called be- 
cause they are fathers. (All statistics are as of 
March, 1957.) 


85 Per Cent Volunteered 


The 6,629 COs who are now at work or who have 
completed their service have been mostly volunteers. 
Eighty-five per cent volunteered before the date they 
would have been inducted according to ordinary 
procedures. Only one and two-thirds per cent did not 
volunteer and would not agree with the local board 
as to their work assignment and were ordered to 
work by the National Director of Selective Service. 

In the five years of operation involving 6,629 COs 
there have been only 27 delinquents. In this connec- 
tion “delinquents” refers to those who were assigned 
to civilian work and after accepting employment left 
the job or became delinquent in some other manner. 


1,700 Agencies Approved 


Over 1,700 agencies involving employment in the 
United States and throughout the world have been 
approved for the employment of conscientious objec- 
tors. No agency has withdrawn its cooperation since 
the program began and, according to recent surveys 
made by church agencies, there are more job oppor- 
tunities and requests for workers than persons avail- 
able to fill them. 


Majority of COs Assigned to U. S. 
Ninety-two per cent of the conscientious objectors 
in the civilian work program are assigned to various 
projects in the United States. These projects include 
state, county, and municipal hospitals; slum clearance 
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programs; improving migrant workers’ conditions; 
experimental dairy herd testing; processing of relief 
goods for overseas distribution; scientific research; 
and various federal government agencies. 

Only 8 per cent of the COs are given foreign relief 
and service assignments. At the present time the 
active programs being conducted by religious groups 
abroad include refugee relief and assistance, restoring 
of war devastated farms, clothing, food, medical sup- 
plies, shelter, instruction in agricultural methods and 
manual arts, village improvement, sanitation, and the 
rebuilding of schools and churches. Some govern- 
ment officials feel that the work being done by 
alternative service workers abroad is the forerunner 
of a more positive and creative foreign policy for the 
whole government. 


80 Denominations Represented 


A survey of the religious affiliations of the conscien- 
tious objectors in the civilian work program indicates 
80 religious denominations are represented. (See 
article entitled “Religious Affiliation of I-W Men 
Compiled by NSBRO” in this issue of The Reporter.) 
The 15 religious denominations with the highest num- 
ber of conscientious objectors have about the same 
proportion as was true during World War II. 


Robert B. Myers: 
NSBRO Attorney Advisor 


Recent Court Cases Involving COs 


U. S. v. Hurt, 244 F2d 46, CCA3, decided May 
3, 1957. 


The Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit ordered 
Donald Macio Hurt acquitted on the ground that the 
Draft Board should have honored his claim of being 
a Pioneer Minister of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Notwithstanding the fact that Hurt devoted 90 
hours a week to being a Pioneer Minister and had 
no other employment, the Local Board and the Trial 
Court apparently denied his claim of ministerial ex- 
emption on the ground that he did not complete high 
school and on the ground that he had been ordained 
in 1946 when he was only 13 years of age. 

The Appeal Court quoted at length from the recent 
Pate case (243 F2da 99, 5 cir) and added some lan- 
guage of its own: “The Act does not impose upon 
ministers a test of scholarship. Some of the greatest 
ministers of religion, including the apostles of Jesus 
Christ, were unlettered men.” 

An interesting sidelight in this case is that once 
again the Justice Department recommended I-O (con- 
scientious objector classification) despite the fact 
that the FBI investigation clearly showed that Hurt 
was entitled to ministerial classification. 


U. S. v. Monroe, 150 F. Supp. 785, USDCt, So. 
Dist. of California. Decided April 16, 1956, by Judge 
Tolin. Edgar G. Wenzlaff was attorney for Monroe. 


In finding Richard Robert Monroe guilty, the trial 
court for the Southern District of California side- 
stepped a procedural question which has come up 
a good many times and which has been decided dif- 
ferently by a great many Courts. The question is this: 
Is a registrant who belatedly claims conscientious 
objection entitled to have his case reopened between 
the time of his Order to Report for Induction and 
the actual time for induction. 


A number of Courts which have been faced with 
the problem have said NO, on the ground that con- 
scientious objection is something over which the 
registrant has control. (SS Regulation 1625.2). At 
least two Courts have ruled YES, on the ground that 
an “administrative order”; i.e., the Order to Report 
for Induction, cannot over-ride and cancel out the 
statutory right (Selective Service Law) of a regis- 
trant to have his claim of conscientious objection 
considered by the appeal board and inquired into by 
the Justice Department. 


The California Court, in the Monroe case, side- 
stepped this question and merely ruled that when 
Monroe went to the Board two days before induction 
and asked for Form 150, his request was an ORAL 
one and not WRITTEN as required by Selective 
Service regulation. 


Navy Grants Resignation Of CO 


William C. Miller, who has served three years as 
a naval officer, has recently received an order accept- 
ing his resignation from the Navy. The request for 
resignation was submitted as a result of having de- 


veloped convictions as a conscientious objector. 


This is the first case in some time that our office 
has handled resulting in a release from the Navy for 
a CO. During the past several years, the Navy has 
almost flatly refused to issue a release on the grounds 
of conscientious objection. 


Miller is a member of the Church of God of the 
Abrahamic Faith which fully supports and teaches 
the CO position. The maturing of conviction and 
crystallizing of thinking brought him to the point of 
fully accepting this position. 

The request for resignation was submitted to the 
Chief of Naval Personnel on 6 February 1957. 
Miller received his orders for separation from the 
Navy on July 22. His resignation was accepted under 
honorable conditions and an honorable discharge 
certificate was issued. 








Religious Affiliations of I-W Men 
Compiled By NSBRO 


According to the latest official Selective Service 
figures (May 1, 1957), there are 2,153 conscientious 
objectors currently serving in the civilian work pro- 
gram. Of this number the religious affiliations of 
1,491 men (approximately 69% of the total) have 
been determined by NSBRO and are given below. 
(The figures given are for those I-Ws whose assign- 
ment dates fall between June, 1955 and the end of 
June, 1957.) 

Also listed are the religious affiliations of 4,856 re- 
leased I-Ws. The following statistics of I-Ws released 
plus those currently serving present the religious 
affiliations of approximately 5/6 of the conscientious 
objectors who have served in the civilian work pro- 
gram since its inception in 1952. The percentage of 
distribution among the various denominations since 
the program was instituted remains practically con- 
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